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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 14 is objected to because it is not clear how it further limits claim 1. It 
appears that claim 1 has been restated within claim 14, which depends on claim 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate.paragraphs of 35 U.S. C 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubHcation in this or a foreign country or in pubUc 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by Normann 
et al. (4,775,327). Normann teaches an optical fiber adapter comprising a splicing 
instrument for use in splicing at least one pair of optical fibers (e.g. 64, 56) comprising: a 
holding assembly, which has two end portions in a first direction and at least one passage 
way for positioning and holding the optical fibers (64, 56) upon the splicing, wherein the 
passage way extends between the end portions in the first direction and is positioned at a 
predetermined position in a second direction perpendicular to the first direction; a flat 
shutter (e.g. 54) member - laid on a plane perpendicular to the first direction - which has 
a main portion formed with at least one (e.g. circular) aperture and is movably fitted to 
one of the end portions of the holding assembly, wherein the main portion is movable 
between first and second positions in the second direction, the first position is a position 
where the aperture is positioned away fi*om the predetermined position in the second 
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direction so that the passage way is blocked off by the main portion, and the second 
position is a position where the passage way and the aperture are positioned in 
correspondence with each other in the second direction so that the passage way is opened 
through the aperture in the first direction; and urging means (e.g. spring 98) for urging 
the main portion of the shutter member to be positioned at the fu-st position. Additionally 
there are guiding means for guiding a movement of the main portion of the shutter 
member in the second direction while preventing the main portion fi-om moving in the 
first direction. 

The holdmg assembly has a hooked portion with the guide means has a C-like 
shaped cross-section opening in the second direction and the guide means is hooked on 
the hooked portion to movable hold the hooked portion. 

Further there is a mating optical instrument which is able to be mated with the 
optical fiber splicing instrument comprising a projection which is brought into contact 
with the pressed proton and presses the pressed portion in the predetermined direction 
when the mating optical instrument is mated with the optical fiber splicing instrument. 

The connector additionally comprises a housing and a fiber end protector (e.g. 
58), wherein: the housing is formed with an opening; the fiber end protector is movably 
arranged in the opening so that the fiber end protector projects from the housing through 
the opening when the optical fiber connector is not mated with the optical fiber splicing 
instrument and, on the other hand, the fiber end protector is retracted within the housing 
(e.g. left side of Fig. 2) when the optical fiber connector is mated with the optical fiber 
splicing instrument; and the projection is formed integral with the fiber end protector. 
(See Col, 3, 11. 25 - Col. 6, 11. 52) 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James P. Hughes whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2474. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank Font can be reached on 571-272-2415. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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